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 Agriculture Soil Type Definitions (as defined by the NRCS and USDA):
Prime Farmland - Soils that have an aquic or udic moisture regime and sufficient available water capacity
within a depth of 40 inches to produce the commonly grown cultivated crops adapted to New Hampshire in 7 or
more years out of 10. Soils that are in the frigid or mesic temperature regime. Soils that have a pH between 4.5
and 8.4 in all horizons within a depth of 40 inches. Soils that have either no water table or have a water table
that is maintained at a sufficient depth during the cropping season to allow cultivated crops common to New
Hampshire to be grown. Soils that have a saturation extract less than 4 mmhoc/cm and the exchangeable
sodium percentage is less than 15 in all horizons within a depth of 40 inches. Soils that are not frequently
flooded during the growing season (less than a 50% chance in any year or the soil floods less than 50 years out
of 100.) The product of the erodibility factor times the percent slope is less than 2.0 and the product of soil
erodibility and the climate factor does not exceed 60. Soils that have a permeability rate of at least 0.06 inches
per hour in the upper 20 inches. Soils, that have less than 10% of the upper 6 inches consisting of, rock
fragments larger than 3 inches in diameter
Farmland of State Importance (NH) - Soils that are not prime or unique and: Have slopes of less than 15
percent. Are not stony, very stony or bouldery. Are not somewhat poorly, poorly or very poorly drained. Includes
soil complexes comprised of less than 30% shallow soils and rock outcrop and slopes do not exceed 8%. Are
not excessively drained soils developed in stratified glacial drift, generally having low available water holding
capacity.
Farmland of Local Importance (Belknap County) - Soils that are not considered prime or unique farmland or
soils of statewide importance and: Have slopes less than 25%. Are not extremely stony or bouldery. Are not
poorly or very poorly drained. Complexes consisting of less than 40 percent shallow soils and rock outcrop and
slopes do not exceed 25 percent. Includes excessively drained soils developed in stratified glacial drift.
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